Skin colour of the Ainu of Hidaka, Hokkaido, Northern Japan.
Quantitative data on skin colour variation are presented for Ainu of the Hidaka District, Hokkaido. Measurements of upper arm reflectance were taken using 8 filters of an EEL reflectance spectrophotometer. The results are compared with those published for the Japanese by Hulse (1976). Sexual dimorphism is well marked in both populations and among the Ainu appears to be due largely to clothing habits. There is no statistical evidence for an association between skin colour and age. Ainu reflectance values at 545 nm and antilog transforms at 685 nm lie between those reported for Eskinomos of Greenland and Brazilian whites. Although the Ainu have consistently higher reflectance values than a Japanese sample assigned to the northern part of Japan, the results give little indication of the relative contributions of genetic and environmental factors to the differences observed. However, comparison of mean reflectance for Hokkaido Ainu and 'Central' Japanese with values predicted on the basis of world trends indicates that the differences are no greater than would be expected for two populations separated by over 7 degrees latitude and differing from one another in respect of temperature and humidity. Correspondence between observed and predicted reflectance values is excellent at the longest wavelength but poor at 470 nm.